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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 24 April 2008 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

In the previous rejection of 24 January 2008, Examiner did not rely solely upon Anderson 
(USPN 5,933,137) to teach the recited claim limitations "wherein image data corresponding to a series of 
images which are captured consecutively by the imager includes an image which, once stored on the 
image memory after being compressed and transferred to the display memory after being expanded, is 
transferred from the image memory to the storage medium while the image is presented by the display 
based on the image stored on the display memory." In fact, Examiner stated quite clearly that "Anderson 
does not disclose expressly that the image is transferred from the image memory to the storage medium 
while the image is presented by the display." While Anderson teaches all the other limitations of claim 2, 
Anderson does not teach the aforementioned limitations, as quite clearly articulated by Examiner in said 
previous office action. 

Lindsay (USPN 6,219,143 Bl) is relied upon to teach "transferring an image from the image 
memory to the storage medium while the image is presented by the display" which is shown in figure 1 
(60^65,60^70) and column 5, lines 9-17 of Lindsay. A processed image stored in the image memory 
(some form of memory being an inherent part of element 60) is simultaneously transferred to the display 
to be displayed and to the storage medium to be stored. By modifying the system of Anderson according 
to the teachings of Lindsay, the entire system recited in claim 2 is achieved. One of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention would have been motivated to make such an obvious alteration to 
Anderson since doing so would allow, among other things, a user to tell quickly whether a picture that 
was just taken is worth keeping in memory. 

Furthermore, the image displayed by the display in Anderson is previously compressed in two 
ways. The first way is in terms of resolution, which produces the thumbnail image (column 8, lines 1-5 
of Anderson) representation of the full-sized captured image (column 7, lines 58-64 of Anderson). The 
second way is standard compression, such as done to the screennail image (column 8, lines 6-11 of 
Anderson). This compressed image data is then expanded for display by the display after being once 
stored on the display memory, as demonstrated by column 5, lines 58-62 and column 6, lines 7-11 of 
Anderson. The display memory receives image data which is the raw image data after being processed by 
the CPU. Part of that processing, as discussed above, includes compressing the image data using standard 
compression. 
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Since claim 2 has been shown to be properly rejected over the cited prior art, claim 8 cannot 
therefore be deemed allowable merely due to similar reasons. Further, claims 3-4 and 6-9 cannot be 
deemed allowable merely due to their respective dependencies since said claims depend from properly 
rejected independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claims 2, 4 and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson (US Patent 5,933,137) in view of Lindsay (US Patent 6,219,143 Bl). 

Regarding claim 2: Anderson discloses an image processor (figure 3; figure 4A; and column 3, 
lines 3-6 of Anderson) comprising an imager (figure 3(1 14) of Anderson) for capturing an image of an 
object (column 4, lines 14-19 of Anderson) and outputting image data representing the image captured 
(column 4, lines 18-24 of Anderson); and a compressor/expander (figure 3(344) and column 4, lines 55- 
60 of Anderson), which receives and compresses the image data and then outputs the compressed image 
data (column 5, lines 46-47 and column 8, line 1-11 of Anderson) or which receives and expands the 
compressed image data and then outputs the expanded image data (column 8, lines 41-46 of Anderson). 
The received raw image data is compressed in two ways. The first way is in terms of resolution, which 
produces the thumbnail image (column 8, lines 1-5 of Anderson) representation of the full-sized captured 
image (column 7, lines 58-64 of Anderson). The second way is standard compression, such as done to the 
screennail image (column 8, lines 6-11 of Anderson). 

Anderson further discloses an image memory (figure 4A(532); column 4, lines 60-62 and column 
5, lines 41-45 of Anderson) for storing the compressed image data thereon (column 5, lines 46-49 and 
column 10, lines 35-40 of Anderson); a display memory (figure 4A(536); column 4, lines 60-62 and 
column 5, lines 41-45 of Anderson) for storing the expanded image data thereon (column 6, lines 3-11 of 
Anderson); a display (figure 3(402) of Anderson) for presenting thereon the expanded image data that has 
been once stored on the display memory (column 5, lines 58-62 of Anderson); and an interface (figure 3 
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(352) and column 5, lines 9-16 of Anderson) for recording the compressed image data, which has been 
once stored on the image memory, on a storage medium (figure 3(354) and column 10, lines 33-44 of 
Anderson), wherein image data corresponding to a series of images which, once stored on the image 
memory after being compressed (column 5, lines 46-49 and column 10, lines 35-40 of Anderson) and 
transferred to the display memory after being expanded (column 5, lines 58-62 of Anderson), are captured 
consecutively by the imager (column 10, lines 1-12 of Anderson) includes an image which is transferred 
from the image memory to the storage medium (column 10, lines 22-30 of Anderson), wherein the image 
is presented by the display based on the image stored on the display memory (column 10, lines 22-30 of 
Anderson). 

Anderson does not disclose expressly that the image is transferred from the image memory to the 
storage medium while the image is presented by the display. 

Lindsay discloses transferring an image from the image memory to the storage medium while the 
image is presented by the display (figure 1(60^65,60^70) and column 5, lines 9-17 of Lindsay - 
processed image stored in image memory (some form of memory inherent part of 60) simultaneously 
transferred to display to be displayed and to storage medium to be stored). 

Anderson and Lindsay are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, namely 
the control, processing and storage of captured digital image data. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to simultaneously display and store the 
processed digital image data. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the user to quickly 
see if the picture just taken is worth keeping. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Lindsay 
with Anderson to obtain the invention as specified in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 4: Anderson discloses that the compressor/expander expands the compressed 
image data (column 8, lines 41-44 of Anderson), representing each of the series of images which is being 
transferred to the storage medium (column 8, lines 31-36 of Anderson), and then output the expanded 
image data to the display memory so that each said image being transferred can be presented on the 
display (column 8, lines 41-50 of Anderson). 

Regarding claim 6: Anderson discloses that the display presents the series of images (column 8, 
lines 6-11 of Anderson) while the compressed image data corresponding to the series of images is stored 
on the storage medium (column 9, lines 44-50 and column 10, lines 33-44 of Anderson). 

Regarding claim 8: Anderson discloses successively receiving image data corresponding to a 
series of images captured consecutively by an imager (column 4, lines 14-19 of Anderson); and 
successively compressing the received image data as compressed image data (column 5, lines 46-47 and 
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column 8, line 1-11 of Anderson) by a compressor/expander (figure 3(344) and column 4, lines 55-60 of 
Anderson). The received raw image data is compressed in two ways. The first way is in terms of 
resolution, which produces the thumbnail image (column 8, lines 1-5 of Anderson) representation of the 
full-sized captured image (column 7, lines 58-64 of Anderson). 

Anderson further discloses temporarily storing the compressed image data (column 5, lines 46-49 
and column 10, lines 35-40 of Anderson) on an image memory (figure 4A(532); column 4, lines 60-62 
and column 5, lines 41-45 of Anderson); successively outputting the compressed image data to the 
compressor/expander (column 8, lines 41-46 of Anderson); successively expanding the compressed image 
data by the compressor/expander (column 8, lines 41-46 of Anderson); successively storing the image 
data expanded by the compressor/expander (column 6, lines 3-11 of Anderson) on a display memory 
(figure 4A(536); column 4, lines 60-62 and column 5, lines 41-45 of Anderson); and storing an image of 
the compressed image data on a storage medium (figure 3(354) and column 10, lines 33-44 of Anderson), 
wherein the image which, once stored on the image memory after being compressed (column 5, lines 46- 
49 and column 10, lines 35-40 of Anderson) and transferred to the display memory after being expanded 
(column 5, lines 58-62 of Anderson), is presented by a display based on the image data stored on the 
display memory (column 10, lines 22-30 of Anderson). 

Anderson does not disclose expressly that the image is stored on the storage medium while the 
image is presented by the display. 

Lindsay discloses transferring an image to the storage medium while the image is presented by 
the display (figure 1(60^65,60^70) and column 5, lines 9-17 of Lindsay -processed image stored in 
image memory (some form of memory inherent part of 60) simultaneously transferred to display to be 
displayed and to storage medium to be stored). 

Anderson and Lindsay are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, namely 
the control, processing and storage of captured digital image data. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to simultaneously display and store the 
processed digital image data. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the user to quickly 
see if the picture just taken is worth keeping. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Lindsay 
with Anderson to obtain the invention as specified in claim 8. 

Regarding claims 7 and 9: Anderson discloses that the image memory and the display memory 
are implemented as a single memory (figure 4a(346,532,536) and column 4, lines 60-62 of Anderson). 
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4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anderson (US Patent 
5,933,137) in view of Lindsay (US Patent 6,219,143 Bl) and Kuchta (US Patent 5,164,831). 

Regarding claim 3: Anderson discloses that the compressor/expander produces a reduced-size 
image for each said image captured and compresses the reduced-size image to obtain and output the 
compressed image data (column 8, lines 6-11 of Anderson), and wherein the compressor/expander 
expands the compressed image data (column 8, lines 41-44 of Anderson), representing the series of 
images (column 8, lines 3 1-34 of Anderson), and then outputs the expanded image data to the display 
memory so that the reduced-size versions of the series of images can be displayed (column 8, lines 41-46 
of Anderson) in the order in which the images have been captured (column 10, lines 3-12 of Anderson). 

Anderson in view of Lindsay does not disclose expressly that said reduced-size versions of the 
series of images are added one by one on the same display so as to present a plurality of images on the 
display. 

Kuchta discloses expanding compressed image data (column 7, lines 30-34 of Kuchta), 
representing each of a series of images (column 4, lines 47-50 of Kuchta); and outputting the expanded 
image data to a display memory so that the reduced-sized versions of the series of images are added one 
by one on the same display (column 4, line 65 to column 5, line 6 of Kuchta) so as to present a plurality 
of images on the display (column 7, lines 47-52 of Kuchta). 

Anderson in view of Lindsay is combinable with Kuchta because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, namely the control, processing and storage of captured digital image data. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to display the screen-nail 
images taught by Anderson in a further reduced-resolution format such that the screen-nail images taught 
by Anderson are added one by one on the same display so as to present a plurality of images on the 
display, as taught by Kuchta. The motivation for doing so would have been that using a plurality of 
thumbnail images improves image selection and downloading (column 7, lines 42-45 of Kuchta). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kuchta with Anderson in view of Lindsay to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 3. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
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date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to JAMES A. THOMPSON whose telephone number is (571)272-7441. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Edward L. Coles/ James A. Thompson 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 /J. A. T./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



30 May 2008 



